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Amika Hebert (right) gives a tour of the 20,000-square-foot barn at The Oaks at Lake City during
Monday's official opening. The barn has 33 stalls. The property will also include 15 miles of trails and a
cross-country course designed by Olympian David O'Connor.

THE OAKS: Facility is the first of its kind
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Located at 6514 SW
Tustenuggee Ave., the 1,222-
acre equestrian community
has come along steadily since
its ground breaking a year
ago. Surrounded by large
oak trees, the community is
the first of its kind in North
Florida and the first branded
facility in the world.

“You always wonder, in
the first couple of months if
the interest is there,” David
O’Connor said Monday. “But
I think the interest shown in
this community has really

exceeded our expectations.”

O’Connor said that the barn
and stables should be ready
for its first occupants next
month and that completion of
a covered arena is next in line
for construction crews. Once
completed, the community
will feature eight horse-rid-
ing rings, O'Connor said, so
that those living at the facility
will have easy access to riding
without having to go to the
center barn.

Brad Dicks, owner of Dicks
Realty, said the community is

on its projected target of hous-
ing construction in less than
a year. He said that one lot
has already closed and several
others are under contract.
Karen O’Connor surprised
everyone Monday afternoon
by trotting out Theodore, the
gold-medal winning 10-year-
old pony. David O’Connor said
the horse is in line to possibly
compete at the Olympics in
Hong Kong later this year.
For more information on
The Oaks of Lake City, visit
www.theoaksoflakecity.com.
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Spting is here & there’s no better time MARCH
tolbuy or sell a new or existing home.

If you offer products or services to help remodel or simply spruce up the
home, you'll also want to be a part of the Lake City Reporter’s Showease
of Homes. This special publication will be distributed to 20,000 households,
that’s 54,000 potential customers that you'll be reaching with your message.
Whether you are selling homes or the products and services needed to
create a dream home, you need to take advantage of these great rates!
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Five U.S. soldiers killed in
suicide bombing in Baghdad

By ANNA JOHNSON
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide
bomber killed five U.S. sol-
diers as they chatted with
shop owners while on a foot
patrol in central Baghdad on
Monday, the deadliest attack
on American forces in the
heavily fortified capital in
more than eight months.

The bombing, just four days
after nearly simultaneous
blasts killed scores of people
in a vibrant Shiite commer-
cial district, again showed the
insurgents’ ability to strike
inside a capital secured by
hundreds of security check-
points, U.S.-funded neighbor-
hood watch groups and hun-
dreds of miles of blast walls
that surround buildings and
cordon off districts.

The military insists that
recent attacks do not point to

a growing trend in violence,
and continues to tout the secu-
rity gains achieved over the
past year.

Atany rate, the push over the
past six months to place U.S.
bases inside neighborhoods
and get soldiers out of their
armored vehicles increases
the Americans’ vulnerability to
attacks. While the face-to-face
contact from foot patrols builds
goodwill, it also gives suicide
bombers, who often slip past
security vehicle checkpoints
by walking, better access to
striking soldiers.

On Monday, the soldiers
were walking in a shopping
district of the predominantly
Sunni Mansour neighborhood
when a man in his 30s deto-
nated his explosives about 30
feet away, said a police officer
who witnessed the attack. He
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because he was not

allowed to talk to the media.

Four of the soldiers died at
the scene, and the fifth died
later from wounds, the military
said. Three other American
soldiers and an Iraqi interpret-
er were also wounded in the
attack, which military spokes-
man Maj. Mark Cheadle said
was “was reported to us as a
suicide bomber.”

Iragi police said two civilians
were also killed.

It was the deadliest attack
against the U.S. military since
Jan. 28, when five soldiers
were killed in a roadside bomb
in the northern city of Mosul.

The last time five soldiers
were Killed in a single attack
in the capital was June 28,
2007, when insurgents
launched a coordinated attack
on a combat patrol, detonat-
ing a roadside bomb, then fir-
ing guns and rocket-propelled
grenades.
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